"Tf E Author of the following 4 ſcourſe in- 
forms thoſe into whoſe hands it may fall, that it 
vas written without the leaft idea of its being offer- 
eld to the public, otherwiſe than from the deſk... But 
having preached it at Norton, a requeſt was made, 
| by ſeveral of the reſpedable citizens of that wp 
| that the diſcourſe might be ſten from the preſs. 1 
- Sabbath or tw9 aſter, 2 caching the ſame. d: sg | 
ta the Firſi\Cdngregational Society in Plovidenceg 
a ſimilar requeſt was made by the Students of „ 
College, * who” were preſent. -. Tn.) complunge' vu 
theſe requeſts, the following is d:ffidently admitted 
to the light, by a humble ſervant of the Church and 
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Concerning THE War To. Erzk- 
Na Lips. 


 PHILIPPIANS | ii. bart of the 12h, and 19th verſe. 


Work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling : 


For it is God which worketh i in you both to will and to = 
do of his good pleaſure, 


T 7 T us tige « our entering 


thoroughly convinced of, and our hearts duly - 


impreſſed with the ſmall value of all this world 


can furniſh in point of ſubſtantial happineſs, and 
the infinite value of thoſe things which the eter- 
nal world contains for man. Let us imagine our 
underſlandings thoroughly convinced of, and our 
hearts duly impre ſſed with that au ful perdition ; 
which finally awaits the impenitent, and that 
eternity of complete happineſs which awaits the 
proper ſubjeQs of it. And, in addition to this, 
conſider ourſelves, while in this world, in a 
ſtate of probation, of trial, of diſcipline and Ja. 
bour, in order to obtain ſalvation, eternal life 
aud happineſs. With theſe Keen truths lying 


with 


with all weir Waadt as 1 ought, upon our 
minds, let us ſuppofe ourſelves, like the aſton- 
iſhed gaoler, in anxiety and trembling, aſking 
this infinitely important queſtion, What we rr 
do, in this probationary ſtate, to be ſaved ?*. — To 
avoid the perdition of the ungodly, and to in- 
Herit eternal life and happineſs ? Thus confider- 
ing, thus convinced, thus impreſſed, and thus 
ſerioully and anxiouſly inquiring what we muſt 
do to be ſaved, what can be more deſirable, 
| what more intereſting to us, than a ſure and cer- 
: tain aiiſwer to this queition, which now has be- 
come every thing to us? In this poſture " 
thought. and realization, would not one, if be 
; had them, be ready to give all the treaſures ok 
the Eaſt, and gold of the Weſt, for a ſure and 
| certain anſwer to this infinitely intereſting queſ. 
tion? To be plainly told what is the way, ies 
truth, and the life ? This our revelation hath told 
us; a reveiation d. ſigned by GOD to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation. How infinitely valuable to 
us muſt be this re elation! How important for 
us to ſtudy, underſtand, and remember t! How : 
ought our hearts to burn with grat, tude to GOD, . 
and our LORD JESUS CARIST, for the rb 
gifts, and treaſures of knowledge, which the 


3 (eriptures 
v „Ads xvi. 29, 30. 


CPF) Y 
feriprures unfold to man! And what is their an- 
ſwWer to the immenſely important queſtion, What 

ball we do to be faved? The inf Ired Apoſtles 
in the. conciſe la: guage of the text, br.ngs us the 

anſwer: Saith he, Work out your own. ſalvation 
With fear and trembling: For it is COD which 

wor letk in you to will and to do of his good pleaſure. ” 
Let it be the buſineſs of our preſeat contem 
plations; firſt, to underſtand; and ſecondly, to 

eniforce the divine and ieee truths of Wy b. 1 
8 3 5 7% 

Strivi ing to widerſtin®! the pale; a iH 

2 eomes full in v ie w, in the firſt effay. We are here 
told to work out our own lalvation, and, in the next 
words, that GOD'werketh in us to Will and to do. : 
How is this? Solemuly called upon to do acerthif 
work; and, in the next clauſe, told that 60 pay 
forms the very work we are called to; and, What 
ſeems more ſtrange, his doing the Won 18 urhech | 
as the reaſon for our doing it. This myſtery I lr 
endeavour, im its proper place, to elucidite: But 
would, firſt, obſerve, that this i is not a diffcul- 
uv» peculiar to the” paſſage before us, but rüus 
through the whole ſcriptures ; and, more "thats? 
that, coincides with the analogy of nature, EC wp 

he ſeen in its place. Numerous are the e 

_ vfſcripture, which, ſeparately viewed, cou&ey to 
| Kel 5G 10 


us is che idea, that o our ee is wholly the work. 
of God. I will mention ſome paſſages of this k ind. 
By grace ye are ſaved, through faith, and that not of. 
yourſelves z, it is the gift of GOD: Not of works, 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt. No man can come unto 
me, except it were given VE of. my Father. At 
| have finned, and come ſhort. of the glory of GOD,. 
being juſtified freely by. his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in CHRIST JESUS. Not that. 
we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing 
28 of ourſelves; but our fufficiency is of GOD. 
JESUS is ſtyled; the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith. Not by works of righteouſneſs, which we 
_ have done, but according to his mercy He hath 
| faved! us. Many other paſſages might be quoted, 
which ſeem to carry the idea that our ſalvation is 5 
wholly 1 the work of GOD. From texts, like theſe, * 
many have ſuppoſed that the great work of ſalva- 
uon was, in every particular, to be immediately 
effected by GOD, and that man had nothing to 
do, but to ſtand ſtill a paſſive ſub je tt, and ſee his 
| ſalvation, which, by an unaccountable miracle, to 
be known only by the ſubje& of it, 60 would 
; inſtantaneouſly | work. But let us not conclude: ” 
too W N Let us look a litle farther, and ve 
ſhall 


3 Eph. FI” 4 vi. . Rims, 111. 1 
1 Cor, 3 iii. Se Heb, xii. 2. Titus iii. 5» ; 


6890 


mall aud 58 many paſſages, and perhaps, more, 
which convey the idea, ithat the great, work: of ſals 
vation lies upon the hands of man; and, in ſome 
paſſages, that it is a work wholly belonging oz 
and to be; performed by himſelf. So in the text, 
Wark out youm un ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſwns, wheres 
by ye have, tranſgreſſed, and make you ainew heart, 
and id new, ſpirit ; for; why. will- you. die, O Ab ,, 
of Ifruel? For I have: n pleaſure in .the death of 5 
hin. that dieth ſaitſ the LORD 60 »; » Wherefore 
turn. pourſelves, and li ue ye. fereivithal all 
2 young man cleanſe his way: ? By taking heed theres 
to dtcording to thy't word. | Lay! not ub for ur- 
ſelves treaſures: upon (earth ; but lay u for your! 
| ſelves treaſures in heaven.” Whereforti the rather; 
 brethven,. give diligente to male your calling and 
election ure; for Us ye do Une things, ye. all never 
Fall. We are direQted to ſtrive, to ſcek, knock 
and aſk ; 3 10 conſider; hear and learn; to run: In 
mort, every poffible moral exertiond is, in various 
forms, required of us in theiword of GOD; alt 
| hich involve the idea that we bave much to do 
to obtain falvation, and without which we cannot 
be/f faved. "The diffculty before US, e runs 
in Þ45 ande eic . 1 19171 . rhrougn 


I 15 + Þ. r. Ui I. 52.5 Pfal. exix; g. Man vi. 293 26; 
2 Pet. i. 10. | 


| E 
5 through the whole ſeriptures; ſome parts of hie 
aſeribing the falvation of man to che grace of 
GOD, and others to his own exertions. In one 
palace, it ſeems to be man's buſineſs to make him 
ſelf anew heart ; in another, GOD repreſents Lim- 
ſelf as doing it for him. In one place, we are fav- 
= by grace, not by works; in another, called up- 
on to work out our own ſalvation. What mall 
we think of this Now nothing to do, and now 
; every thing. 1s there no way to reconcile the ſe 2 
ſeemingly contending texis? Has GOD, who, by. 
his word, deſigned to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
8 left us in this perplexing dilemma, reſpecting a 
concernment of ſuch infinite moment? Surely he 
| has not. How then ſhall this dilemma be remov- 
1 „ How, ſhall. the apparent oppolition be reeon- 
ITE ciledꝰ Perhaps 1 way be wrong, but I will ee 
5 1537 give you my thoughts, on the ſubje&t. 
1 5 I conceive that, in order to faly ation, — 
of GOD, and the hand of man, are both eſſentially 
necellary ; Ao: fully and completely, that without 
the co-operation of, both no man can be ſaved; 
0b, in infinite goodneſs, through the glorious 
_ mediation of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 4nuk 
| Wr the means and mou moral Improve- 
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( $6. }) 
mercifully accept of our weak endeavours, and 
graciouſly beſtow upon us immortality and happi- 
neſs. On our part, we muſt exert the ſtrength, his 
grace beſtows upon us, uſe the means it gives us, 5 
and excite our deſires and exertions by the mo- 
tives his grace hath revealed to us. Both of theſe 


parts neceſſarily go into the completion of the 
great and glorious work of the ſalvation of the 
foul. That which was neceſſary for GOD to do, 
hath already been done by the LORD JESUS. 


CHRIST, is ſtill carrying on by the wiſe diſpen- 
 fations of an all- diretting Providence, and by the 


common influences of the Holy Spirit. Did man- 


kind as punAually and completely perform the 


part that lies on them, they would all certainly be 


ſaved; and it is becauſe men neglet that neceſſa- 
ry work the grace of GOD is enabling them to 
perform, that they come ſhort of ſalvation. 

| Theſe obſervations prepare the way for the re- 
conciliation we are ſeeking. Both of theſe parts, 
the hand of GOD and the hand of man, being ſo 


eſſentially neceſſary to falvation, that either with- 


kolden, there could be no ſalvation ; 3 this being 
the caſe, we ſee how it comes, that ſometimes one 


part is inſiſted on, and ſometimes the other. But 5 


when one part is, in one place, enlarged upon, 
and the other Nightly | touched, if at all, we have 
e no 


( 
no reaſon to conclude that the other is excluded, 
We ſhould receive the ſcriptures as one whole, 
and. all their doktrines and directions as oompriſ- 
ing a complete ſyſtem for the ſalvation of man. 
. they then, in one plate, tell us that we are ſaued 
by grace, and in another, to work out ou own als 
vation, let us conclude that BOTH 1 HE GRACE OF 


2: ) 


60D, and ouR OWN WORKS, ARE NECESSABRY.TO 


THE PRODUCTION OF THE HAPPY EFFECT : And 
that Why the work of grace and the work of man 
are ſo ſeparately and poſitively. inſiſted on is, 
| becauſe each of them is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 
7 ſalvation, that without them both no perſon can be 
ſaved. But leſt we ſhould be led into error from 
theſe neceſſary parts of operation being often poſi- 
tively and ſeparately inſiſted on, and hence conclude 
that one only was, ſufficientfor our ſalvation; left 
we ſhould haſtily draw this dangerous, conclu- 
Hon, they are, in many places, both drawn togeth- 
er, and their connektion ſhown: Thus in our text, 
the one part, work out your own Jalvation with fear 
and trembling; the other, becauſe it ts 60D which 


worketh ih you to will and do of his good pleaſure. 
Moles ſpeaks i the lame ſtyle. Saith he, and it hall 


come 40 paſs when, ali theſe things are come upon thee, 5 
| the bleſſing and the curſe which 1 have ft before thee, 


and thou Meh call them to | mind « among all the nations 
whither 


U 
whither the LORD ty GO hath driven thee, ani 
ſhalt return unto the LORD thy GOD, and ſhalt obey 
hits voice, according to all that I command thee this 
day, thou and thy" children, with all thy heart and 
wich all thy foul, that then the LORD thy. GOD will 
circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed; to 
love the LORD thy, GOD with all thy heart and with 
all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live.! Here we ſee the 
hand of GOD and man co-operating to effef the 
habit of ſoul connefted with life. They muſt turn 


unto the LORD with all the heart and ſoul; do 


what lies in their power, and then the Lord would 
circumciſe their hearts to love him with all the 
heart and ſoul 1 aſſiſt them to progreſs towards : 
the perfe ion of duty. Similar to this ſaith our : 
SAVIOUR, a0 man can come to me, except the Fa- 
ther, which hath ſent me, draw him, and Iwill raiſe 


im up at the laſt day. And this, which is GOD's | 


work in ſalyation, is not partial, and irreſpeftive- 
. reſtricted to a certain few as the peculiar fa. 
vourites of heaven; for, continues our SAVIOUR | 
in the next verſe, it is written in the prophets, and 
they ſhall be all taught of GOD, | GOD, by means, 
teaches all, and, by motives, and. ſuggeſtions and 
| influences of the Holy Spirit, draws all. But does 
this complete the work of x man's | falyation' ? Hear 
. | our 
* Deut. ank. „ W 44. 


CY gi 
dur SAVIOUR. in the next words. Every one, 
| therefore, that hath heard, and hath learned of the | 


Father, cometh. unto me. According to our SA- 


VIOUR, chen, it is GOD's part, in the glorious | 
work. of ſalvation, to teach and influence; man's 
part, to hear and learn: Both parts neceflary for 
the completion of che great work. Unleſs GOD. 
teach and influence, man cannot hear and learn; 
and though our heavenly FATHER teach and 1 in- 
Auence, unleſs we, like dutiful children, give ear 
and learn, we ſhall not come unto CHRIST and 
be ſaved. This ſame great and beautiful dottrine, 
our SAVIOUR, if poſſible, ſtil more plainly 
: teaches i in the parable of the talents.“ You recol- 
1eR in this parable, the kingdom of heaven is re- 
preſented by a nobleman travelling into a far 
country, and, as he departed, delivering unto his 
ſervants certain talents, and commanding them to 
occupy. until-his return. At his return he called 
his ſervants to ſee what ! improvements they had 
made; how they had occupied, and what additions 
chey had made totheir talents. Thoſe whobad been 
faithful and indultrious, had duly improved upon 
che original talents, he proportionably re ward- 
ed: But the one who had not improved his talent, 
: but t bad lived | in dleneſs, was july pies, by 
: ; baving 


1 
having that which was given him, and Which ke 
| bad baſely neglefied, taken from him. Our Sa- 
_ VIOUR here moſt beautifully figures tows our 
futu re ſalvation, that in order to it, GOD giveth 
us ſuffie ent power, abilities and opportunities, 
| means. of grace, and. beſtows the reward * pon 
V hom? Upon all thoſe who improve! upon theſe 
talents, as GOD. intended they ſhould: -While 
thoſe who do not perform their part by an induſ- 
trious improvement, have their powers taken 
from them; they are ſtript of every thing valua - ; 
_ like chaff, are thrown. away and loſt., | 
_ Having, according to my underſtanding , "the : 
bk Yuſtrmed: its ret £ouahs ; POM it ſhows 
3 an to effekt the great add ie Wer 
of man's. falvation :. 1 come, as hinted, to ſhow 
that this harmonizes, with dhe analogy. of ngture 
im, all. temporal things. Him b Troy 0 


We may trace this n co- eri — 


Se * and human exertions in almoſt all our 
poral enjoy ments. How docs the huſband- 


man, at the cloſe of autumn, come poſſeſſed with 

| his ſtore-houſes and barns ; ſo richly filled with 
 provihons for his houſehold and flocks during 

. che ravages of winter? Not by the mitaculous 
e of the divine m_ excluding his own ex- 


ertions; : 


(6) 
erticbs g ner et by. kis own Exertions. withont 


the! coloperating hand of divine Providence. 
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Not thus! But to complete this work, the hand 
_ of Prov idence and the hand of man co- operate. 
600 gives the means; the ſoil; the ſtrength to 
the; huſbändtman and his oxen; he alſs gives the 
moewers and fun- ſhine of heaven, without which 
Nothing eld be produced.” But all this, though | 
3 eſſentially neceffary to it) will not alone produce 5 
the deſired effect. In order to this, man alſo muſt - 
joinhisZexettions: - He muſt; with the greateſt 
care and indufiry, exert” his ſtrength and culti- 
vate the foil; which GOD hath given him. In 
1 due ſeaſof, be muſt plow a and ſow; mow; eap 
and harvel „or he Will ſtarve in winter.” But 
faithfully doing his part, he is bleſſed wick a 
plentiful harveſt. And: here; as 3 in the eaſe of 
falvation, che ingathering may, in one view, be 
ſtyled the work and gift of GOD, nd in another, 
the work of the buſbandman; as both Vere ne- 
teffary w/the happy production. This/ 1 cn. 
reiveß is a Very juſt repreſentation or bb hotweſ = 
, of ſouls.” 60D fupplies che means and motives; ; 
and gives the power; andit"is mans Pürt td eu. 
ert rhis power, by confidering the motives,” and 
ihe nan Fithfully: doing this, in the 
ene of nn, hh axilloms precidus wheat, 
24191315 be 


er) 


be received to heaven: N egleQing 11 be . . 
away and loſt, as mere chaff and ſtubble. 1 3 

wicht purſue this analogy of the neceſſary. e- 

peration of the divine and human hand, through : 
all the arts of civilized life. 

But J haſten to obferve, in che next place, that 
"this dottrine ſeems moſt wiſely and happily ſuit- 
ed to the conſtitution of the human mind. 3 

Such is the conſtitution of man, that idleneſs is 

irefly calculated to debilitate his faculties, both 
of body and mind, and to depreſs: him below the 
dignity of his make. When, through indulgence, 
the habits of idleneſs become ſixed, the intellec- 
tua powers loſe their acumen, the moral facul- 
ties. become corrupted, and the body weak and 
.Aickly. In ſuch a ſtate man is expoſed ti many 
0 vices and miſeries, and, at length, inks low 
among the ruins of human nature, To prevent 
this idleneſs, which is fo deſtructive to our 
race, and into which GOD foreſaw us liable to 
fall, he hath ſo eonſtituted things, as to render = 
our exertions, care and induſtry neceſſary 10 
our obtainment of the neceſſaries and conveni- . | 
ences of this life, and the 1 joys of the next. „ v4] 
our CREATOR build houſes for our conveni- Wo 
ence, cauſe the earth to bring forth ſpontaneouſ- 
ly, and fit ready to our hands the neceſſaries 


« 
* . 


Gas 
and accommodations of food and raiment, me 
excitements of bodily labour would be taken 
away, and we ſhould fall into all the miſerie of ; 
"bodily inaktivity and ſloth. So alfo in moral cot 
cerns; were we to expe to be qualified for 
heaven, and to obtain the joys of ſalvation with- | 
out the exertions of our intellectual and moral 
| faculties, we ſhould become careleſs, inattentive, 
idle; and, of courſe, our moral and intellectual 
powers would become enfeebled and corrupted. 
Hence to render us active and induſtrious, both 
in body and ſoul, that we might, by this means, 
be preſerved from the degradations of idlenefs, 
and be conſtantly advancing ourſelves towards 
the dignity and perfection of our nature; to ren- 
der s thus active and induſtrious, GOD hath 
wiſely made the comforts of this life, and the 
happineſs of the next, to depend, in a certain 
5 ee on our own exertions. 
Again: So imperfect are our natures, that 
we are liable to be puffed up with vanity and 
pride. A proud and haughty ſpirit is, at once, 
Klegreeable, ridiculous, and wicked. Indulg- 
ing this ſpirit, man becomes tyrannical and over- 
bearing. He ſoon loſes a fellow-feeling, tender- 
neſs and ſympathy with his brother men. With 
a a heart callouſed by an erroneous ſelf-import- 
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| tance, and a face brazed with arrogance, he be- 
comes inſolent and cruel. Such an one alſo is 
liable to forget his dependence upon GOD, and 


5 e irreligious, impious, and. blaſphem-, 


So pernicious is pride and arrogance, that, 
— while he made ſo much depend on gur. 
own: exertions as to preſerve us from idl lenefs, 
and render us careful, conſiderate , and induſtri- 
ous, at the ſame time, has ſo. conſtituted, things, 
that, after our beſt exertions, we are obliged to 
give all the glory to the divine hand; both in the 


comforts of this liſe; and che hopes of a bleſſed ; 
immortality. By this wiſe conſtitution; the pride 


of man is mortified; and yet his induſtry duly 
; encouraged. Under this view of our ſubject, 
who is not ready to exclaim with the inſpired 
Apoſtle, O the depth of the. riches both of, the wiſe 
dom and knowledge of God !* 5 
Having ſhown that, to my 4 8 N 
voice of the ſacred oracles is, that, in order to ob- 
tain ſalvation, there muſt be the co-operation. of 
the abundant grace of GOD, and our own exer- 


tions ; the former giving us ſtrength, means, and 


motives ; the latter exhauſting this ftrength in the 
proper and diligent uſe of theſe means and mo- 
: tives: That this doctrine agrees with. the general | 
e analogy 
* Rom. xi. 33. 
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ntialogy of nature, and that i it is wifey FRET 

the human conſtitution: Having thus far pros 
ceeded. we come now to dwell a little on the 

| Ekhortation and enforcement. involved in the 
tert, viz. work oul your own ſalvation, perform 


your part of the great work, with fear and tremw: 


pling. Why with fear and trembling + ?' Becaufert 


7s GOD which worketh in you to uu and do of his 


good Plebſure. A reafon this; which, if duly 
ünderſtosd and realized, would rouſe all the po]. 
ers of 6vr ſouls, and excite our greateſt anxiety | 
; and exeftibns rightly to perform our part in the 
1 great Work of bur ſoul's eternal falvation. That 
we might become qualified 10-ehjoy the pure and 
ſubline delights of perfetied ſpirits, and have 
5 thoſe delights beſtowed upon us; the great GOD 
of the Univerſe, through the arduous, wiſe, and 
infinitely benevolent mediation of the bleſſed IM. 


MANUEL,” hath revealed his will to us for the 


Flle of our conduft, and is couſtantly ſupporting | 
And enabling us; in ſome meaſure, to regulate our 
| heafts;' minds and lives, according to his will, 

and urging us lo to do, by che motives of our holy 
religion, and by the ſtriv ings of the Divine Spirit. 
f has hen we thus conſider who it is that is working in 


us, and kor us, even the great GOD of the uni- 
eie, and the en as which he is doing this, 
even 


15 m1 . 
| grewour own efe rnal ſalvation, ho can help fear. | 
ing and trembling; ft he ſhould not perform his 
part of the great work, ſo well as the GOD of 
12 is enabling, aſſiſt ing, urging, and expecting 
dim to do? Seriouſſy conſidering and realizing 


Ns | ahispredicamenty/in which, through the abundant : 


goodness of our 60, we all are; Who can refrain : 
from ſear and trembling,” leſt, throughnegligence 
And temptation, he mould not, fo well as he might 


id ought, performhis part of the grand att, and : 


by this” meakis difpleaſe his GOD and JUDGE, 
Vo is doing every thing for him, that he might 157 


perform his part with dignity, and be crowned = 


with happineſs 5 In this predicament, who can re- 
rain from fear and trembling, leſt, through the ; 
temptations from within and without, ſome faults, 
ſome offences, in thought, affektion, word or deed, : 
_#> from him, that may diſpleaſe. GOD, and en- 
Aanger his own ſoul ? At the. liability of ſuch 
 Ingratitude, and awful danger, fear and trembling 
Vill agitate the tender heart affefted with any con- 
Aderable regard for GOD and his on ſalvation. 


"Eſpecially ſhall we be led to fear and tremble ft 
a liability, 'when we conſider a little more mi- 


* the amazing danger of oth and vetigente ” 


in this infinite concernment. 1 
be LORD h hath 5 my Ach, not t alway: 


"FR 


r 


— — 


- — _ So 2 
* - . . . — 
>, Ms — — — 2 2 Ern r 9 — NT OI : . 
4 S ate ä * * 4 
v7 care of "I —— * — r 2 5 — _ 
—— 3 * — 8 5 — 4 — = 
— 8 F ——— 22 — — — ae — — — — — — 8 
2 IST — — 1 8912 pe BR Ah Tm * * — rs * 
” . _ —5 — r — — A — — = 
p _ ic * 
7 * p - 0 
ow pl * 1 « - 4 


_ Pe FS fe Ton 
A „ 
— —— — 
. er mr 
IL OY on „ a C 


NE A ee LC EL LE car ag . 
Fen =_ — _ 


— 


Nlrrive with man.“ Agrecable to this declaration 
ve ſee our benevolent SAVIOUR: weeping over 
| Jeruſalem, and ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even 
| thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace But now they are hidden from thin 
eyes. In another place we hear him ſaying, 
Nrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; for many, 'T jay _ 
unto you, will ſeek.to.enter in, and ſhall not. be able, 
Fuat ſhut to the door. Hence let us ſtrive whilt 
| the door is yet open, leſt through our negle@ and 


_ mexion as one 
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Gen. vi. 3. Like W. 44. 


Ike zi. 24» 25. The critical reader will here «bſerve, after the 24th verſe, = 
 T have, for a. period, as it ſtands in the Bible, put a, comma; and that I 


-kave "quoted only a clauſe of a ſentence in the following, verſe. AW 
this might be without any conſiderable violence to the grammatical eonſtruction, 


did & to convey, at once, my conception of the pdſages,” To underſtand, 


as ſome have, the twenty - fourth verſe as having no connexion with the follow... 
Ing, is to make our Sabibur utter the moſt palpable: abſurdity; i. e. to com- 
mand men ta ſtrive to enter into the kingdom of heaven, becauſe it is im- 


| - poſſible for hein thus to do! But underſtanding this verſe in [connexion with 
the whole paragraph, the ſenſe is plain, and the command. moſt powerful. 


Ctrive to enter in at the ſtrait pate; uſe 'every poſſible exertion for this, and 


_ without delay; Why ? Becauſe by and by it will be too late, When once the 
munter of the boyſe hath riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door. Then ball they 
feel to enter in, and fball not be able, when the door is ſhut: Hence, that they 


may enter in, let them, with all their powers, ſtrive While the door is open to 
admit them. The miſunderſtanding of this paſlage is, I conceive, but one in- 
ne If Ae backs of Serie 
| being divided into chapter and verſe. Thougb this work of concordance-makers 
facifitates'the finding of particular paſſages; yet it leads us to read the Scriptures 
by ſcraps and 8 and, of courſe, not to underſtand them in their con- 
em. ' I. SY © EE HOY ER in Wh KW. $4.7 1 | Pt l f a 
The almoſt inſpired and immortal Locke, in his Eſſay for the underſtanding 
St. Paul's Epiſtles, has, with his uſual great ſenſe, touched this thought. 


44 By dividing them into chapters and verſes, as we have done, they are fo chap- 


ped and minced, and, as they are now printed, ſtand ſo broken and divided, that 


not only the common people take che verſes uſually for diſtinqt aphoriſms,; but 


even men of more advanced knowledge; in reading them, loſe very much of 
che ſtrength and force of the coherence, and the light that depends on it.“ 
_ 4 Theſe diviſions alſo have given occaſion to the reading theſe epiſtles by par- 
cels, and in ſcraps, which has farther confirmed the evil arifing from ſuch parti- 


tion. Then, for the underſtanding ny one of St. Paul's epiſtles, continues 


he, « concluded it neceſſary to read it all threugh at ene fitting, aid to obſerva, 


* „E % T %¾ ¹.. ao FR 


[ES 


| Hhgratitude it de mut againſt us. "Theſe and me- 
ny other paſſages convey the idea, that mankind . 


* are in danger of falling into a ſtate of incorrigibili- 


10 or incurablenefs : Of their ſtriving againſt and 
nay, the Holy Spirit, negleQing the means and 
motives of religion, and perſiſting in a courſe ok 
vice, until concerning the faith they become repro- 
bate; given up of GOD to an unteachable mind, 
and, in juſt, but awful judgment, left of the Di- 
vine Spirit, to work out their own deſtruction. 


This, which is the voice of Scripture, feems true 
from the experience of fact. We generally ſee 
the beginnings of vice are fell. In the firſt eſ- 
fays many reſtraints ruſh upon the ſoul. The con- 
ſcience recoils at great enormities, and reafon 
warmly remonſtrates. In this Rate of mind, the 
way of tranſgreſſors is hard. * But as one advan- | 
ces, reſtraints leſſen. At length the clamours of 8 
vice, and of paſſions, grown headſtrong by indul- 
gence, drown the voice of reaſon and conſciencs, 
and the unhappy man plunges into every kind of 
vicious indulgence. Does not this look like a 
ſtate of reprobation ? The word of the prophet to 
ſuch is, can the Ethiopian change his ſtin, or the 

| 2 8 his l | Then may ye alſo do good, that are 


"accuſt omed 


238 3 as 1 es the arife and deſign of TR writiog] it. This is not to be ob- 


tained by one or two haſty readings ; it mult be repeated again and again, with a 


| eloſe attention to the tenor of the diſcourſe, and a perfect negleR of the anten 55 
into chapter and verſe, 5 


* Pfad. zii. 1 5. 
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loſt, unleſs the omni potent ha £GOD, by an irre- 


fiſtible miracle, wrench bis hardened. fopl, and 
reinſtate, his moral powers, no apparently, obli- 
erated... How haggard, gloomy, and wretched, 
muſt ſuch an one be! An enemy to GOD and 
CHRIST, to the; divine government and holineſs, 
an enemy to every thing that is amiahle, to the 
happineſs of man and the whole univerſe, fuch 
an one ſeems ripe for deftruQion, and, alas! fit 
For nothing elſe, The voice of reaſon, experi- 
ence, and of GOD, aſſure us, that the tendency of 
vicious indulgence is to carry us into this deſpe- 
Fate, auful ſituation. If this be the tendency of 
even the beginnings of vice, there is abundant 
reaſon for the Apoſtle's exhortation, for us to 
work out our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; 2 
1 leſt, by vicious indulgence, we grieve the Holy 
Spirit: Leſt GOD, who worketh in us to will and to 
do, in conſequence of our abuſing his grace, with- 
draw from us, a and we fink into,a ſtate of 1 incorri- 
/obiling, and; bring upon ourſelves ſwiſt deſtruc- 
tion. Knowing, then, it is GOD who! worketh in 
18 to will. and to do, let us be anxiouſly concerned 
that ve duly co-operate. with him i in the great work 
of our ſalvation, left, by ſloth or vicious indul- 
gence, we ungratefully offend our heavenly Fa- 
er, and grieve Ris Holy Spirit from us. AMEN. 
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